


























AMENDMENT 1 to Bill No. ___15-08 
 
Introduced By:    Council Member Tony Chmelik (District 2) 

Introduction Date:   June 25, 2015 

Adopted/Rejected/Withdrawn: ______________________________ 

 
An ACT to:  Repeal Ordinance No. 12-03-598, for the purpose of promoting a competitive 

business climate for Frederick County's existing 6,200 businesses which employ 
79,000 workers; attracting new life science businesses and jobs that will move 
Frederick County closer to becoming the State's bio-tech hub;  ensuring that non-
English language speakers are not deterred from reporting crimes, seeking 
medical care or other human services; and generally  relating to Frederick 
County's encouragement of multi-linguistic acceptance, tolerance and multi-
cultural diversity in an increasingly global economy. 

 
To rescind and amend the language of the bill to read: 
 

[The Board of County Commissioners of Frederick County, Maryland (BOCC) enacted 
Ordinance No. 12-03-598, titled “Frederick County Official English Ordinance” (Ordinance), 
effective February 22, 2012. 
 

The Ordinance proclaimed English as the official language of Frederick County.  The 
Ordinance required that official actions which bind or commit Frederick County or which give 
the appearance of presenting the official views or positions of Frederick County be taken in the 
English language.] 
 

The County Council of Frederick County, Maryland (Council) finds that [the Ordinance, 
and] the perception [it has] created BY THIS AND MAY[,] constitute[s] a barrier to good 
business and impede[s] the growth and development of business and commercial endeavors in 
Frederick County. 
 

BECAUSE THE ORDINANCE DID NOT RECOGNIZE THIS, the Council has 
determined that in order to broaden the appeal of Frederick County to the business community, 
and to attract and retain businesses and employees in the biotech and life science segments of the 
commercial economy, Frederick County must and does embrace diversity. 
 

The Council determines and believes that Frederick County is, and should be, a 
welcoming community to all, with pride in the diversity of cultures and individuals who 
participate in and promote the well-being and growth of the County. 
 

The Council finds that there are numerous federal and Maryland State laws and 
regulations that currently exist which require translation and interpretation to facilitate and 
recognize the increasing diversity of persons residing in Frederick County.   

____________________________________________________________________________ 
EXPLANATION: 
CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO THE BILL. 
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from the bill. 



[The Council further finds and determines that the Ordinance impedes the integration of 
diverse culture and values into our community and is contrary to the tolerance and acceptance of 
all individuals which is a hallmark of the community which is Frederick County. 
 

In light of these circumstances, the Council has determined that it is necessary and 
proper, and in the best interest of the residents of Frederick County, that the Ordinance be 
repealed.] 
 
 THE COUNCIL RECOGNIZES, HOWEVER, THAT THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE IS THE COMMON LANGUAGE UTILIZED IN FREDERICK COUNTY, 
AS IT IS IN THE POLITICAL WORLD AND SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY.  IN 
RECOGNITION, THEREOF, ALL OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS OF FREDERICK 
COUNTY WILL BE IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED, that Ordinance No. 12-03-598, attached hereto 
as Exhibit A, be, and the same is hereby,[ REPEALED] AMENDED.   

____________________________________________________________________________ 
EXPLANATION: 
CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO THE BILL. 
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from the bill. 


